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Society: Minutes

MINUTES
The 38th annual meeting of the Florida Historical
Society was held at the Sawano Club, Quincy, Florida, at three-thirty o’clock in the afternoon, on
Thursday, March 28, 1940.
The meeting was called to order by President
A. J. Hanna. There were about fifty members
present. By unanimous consent the roll call was
dispensed with, having been take care of by registration. The President declared a quorum was
present and the meeting proceeded.
The report of the Corresponding Secretary and
Librarian was submitted by Mr. Watt Marchman
and accepted.
The report of the Treasurer was submitted by
Dr. Dorothy Dodd, received and filed. [This follows] Dr. Dodd indicated that membership of the
Society is now 794.
Dr. Dodd gave the report of the committee appointed to make recommendations relative to removal of the library to quarters in St. Augustine,
summarizing the preliminary investigation of the
matter, and read the following resolution recommending the removal :
Whereas, The Board of Directors, in pursuance of the powers
vested in them by the Charter and By-Laws of the Florida Historical Society, have determined that the best interests of the
Society will be subserved by the removal of the library and collections of the Society to the City of St. Augustine, therefore,
Be It Resolved: That the tentative arrangements made by
the Board of Directors for the removal of the library and collections of the Society to the City of St. Augustine meet with full
concurrence and approval of the Society.
Be It Further Resolved: That all resolutions previously
adopted by the Florida Historical Society or its Board of Directors, which may be construed to be at variance with the purposes
or intent of this Resolution, should be, and they are hereby,
rescinded.

Dr. Dodd moved the adoption of the resolution.
It was seconded. In discussion, Mr. Hanna pointed
67
Published by STARS, 1940

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 19 [1940], No. 1, Art. 5

out that moving the library was not unusual, since
it has been moved several times before it reached
the present Jacksonville location. Mr. Hanna also
indicated that certain renovations must be made to
the proposed St. Augustine quarters before the
library could be moved. Mr. David R. Dunham,
President of the St. Augustine Historical Society,
expressed the welcome of St. Augustine people to
the Society. It was generally agreed that the proposed location would be in a city strategically located at the gateway to Florida, that the quarters
would be in a building of historical significance, that
there are definite sentimental reasons for establishing the library at St. Augustine where the Society
was founded in 1856, and that the spacious proposed
quarters might provide opportunity for considerable enlargement of the library. The point was
clarified, however, that the resolution offered only
authorization for the move ; no actual removal could
be made until necessary funds were available. The
motion carried.
Mr. Hanna outlined the history of the Florida
State Historical Society publications, and the recommendations of Mr. John B. Stetson, Jr., in relation to the proposed resumption by the Florida
Historical Society of the publications program of
the former society. He read part of one of Mr.
Stetson’s letters to him, which indicated that if a
publications agreement were made between Mr.
Stetson and the Society, and if adequate quarters
could be provided, Mr. Stetson’s collection of Spanish materials might be placed in the custody of the
Florida Historical Society. Mr. Hanna called upon
Mr. R. W. Severance, as Mr. Stetson’s representative, to discuss the matter. Mr. Severance stressed
the advantages of the plan proposed by Mr. Stetson.
The Recording Secretary read the resolutions
recommended by the Board and providing for cer68
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tain changes in the by-laws to authorize the proposed publication program :
Mr. Manucy moved the adoption of the resolutions. Dr. Abbey seconded. There was discussion
as to the advisability of appointing a permanent
chairman of the proposed publications committee.
It was pointed out that such chairman would be
unable to incur unauthorized financial burdens for
the Society, and that the unusual circumstances
surrounding the proposed appointment of Mr. Stetson as permanent chairman were entirely justified
in the light of Mr. Stetson’s reputation and recognized ability.
Mr. Dunham moved that the resolutions be
amended in part to provide that in the event of the
death of Mr. Stetson or his incapacity to serve, the
Board of Directors will have power to appoint his
successor. The amendment was accepted.
The adoption of the following resolution was unanimously voted :
Whereas, The Board of Directors have recommended that the
By-Laws of the Florida Historical Society be amended as follows,
therefore,
Be It Resolved: 1. That Article I of the By-Laws be, and
the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows:
1

MEMBERSHIP
1. There shall be three classes of membership-regular members, honorary members, and subscribing members.
2. Regular members shall be of the following types: annual
members, contributing members, and life members. All applications for regular membership shall be endorsed by at least one
member of the Society and shall be accompanied by the payment
of at least one year’s dues to the treasurer.
3. Honorary members may be elected at any annual meeting
of the Society, upon unanimous recommendation of the Board
of Directors.
4. All applications for subscribing membership shall be endorsed by the Publications Committee.
5. The three classes of membership shall not be mutually
exclusive. Regular members and honorary members shall be
eligible to become subscribing members.
Be It Further Resolved: 2. That Article II of the By-Laws
be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows:-
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II
DUES
1. The dues of annual members shall be two dollars a
year, payable in advance.
2. The dues of contributing members shall be ten dollars
a year, payable in advance.
3. The dues of life members shall be one hundred dollars,
the payment of which shall entitle such member to life membership without the further payment of dues.
4. Subscribing members shall obligate themselves for a period
of five years to purchase all publications of original materials
and monographs issued by the Society, at a cost to them not
exceeding an annual sum to be fixed by the Publications Committee with the consent of the Board of Directors.
5. Any regular member who is one year in arrears in dues,
after thirty days’notice thereof, may be dropped from the roll
of membership by the Board of Directors.
Be It Further Resolved : 3. That Article VI of the By-Laws
be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows:VI
COMMITTEES
1. The following standing committees are hereby created:
Finance Committee, Program Committee, Nominations Committee,
Committee on the Quarterly, Publications Committee, Library
Committee, Legislation Committee, Committee on Affiliation with
Other Societies, and Membership Committee.
2. FINANCE COMMITTEE.-It shall be the duty of the
Finance Committee to audit the accounts of the treasurer and to
devise ways and means for increasing the revenue of the Society.
3. PROGRAM COMMITTEE.-It shall be the duty of the
Program Committee to provide topics of historical and current
interest for the sectional meetings throughout the State and for
the annual meetings. Members of this committee shall represent
the five Congressional Districts and shall assist in securing
speakers for these meetings, each in his own district and for
the annual meeting.
4. NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE.-The Nominations Committee shall consist of five members, two from the Board of
Directors and three from the general membership, elected at the
annual meeting to serve for the ensuing year. This committee
shall select from the membership of the Society one name (or
not more than two names) for each of the offices of the Society,
and one name (or not more than two names) for each of the
directors of the Society. These selections shall be reported by
the Nominations Committee to the annual meeting at which they
are to be voted on. Each member may vote in person at any
annual meeting. No member whose dues are unpaid for any
year preceding the year in which the election is held shall be
eligible to participate in such election. On proceeding with the
election of officers in annual meeting, the signed report of the
Nominations Committee shall constitute a nomination and a second for each of their nominees: upon the presentation of the
report of the Nominations Committee the presiding officer shall
ask for further nominations from any member. If other nomina-
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tions than those of the Nominations Committee are made, such
nominees, with those named by the Nominations Committee, shall
be voted upon by the members present at such meeting. A
plurality shall elect each officer. The three receiving the greatest
number of votes for directors at large shall be declared elected.
5. COMMITTEE ON THE QUARTERLY.-A periodical to
be entitled The Florida Historical Quarterly, shall be published
by the Society four times a year. It shall be sent, without cost
to them, to all honorary members and to all regular members
where dues are not in arrears for more than six months. At
the first meeting of the Board of Directors after the adoption
of this by-law an editor shall be elected by a majority vote for
a term of three years, and every three years thereafter or whenever a vacancy occurs in that office by reason of resignation,
removal, or other cause. Three-fourths of the members of the
entire Board of Directors shall have the power of declaring the
office of editor vacant at any time.
The editor may appoint an assistant editor and such other
staff as he or she considers desirable at any time, and this
staff shall constitute the Committee on the Quarterly. The editor
shall have full control of the periodical and its policy and management. The subscription shall be determined by the Board of
Directors. The editor shall prepare an annual budget of expenditures for the periodical and submit this budget to the Board of
Directors for approval. Upon such approval the editor shall
conform to the budget unless changes are authorized by the
Board of Directors.
6. PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE.-Mr. John B. Stetson,
Jr., shall be permanent chairman of the Publications Committee,
with newer to select other members of the committee, not to
exceed seven. The selections made by the permanent chairman
shall be reported to the Board of Directors immediately upon
their appointment. In the event of the death of Mr. Stetson,
or his incapacity to serve, the Board of Directors shall have the
power to appoint a successor.
The Publications Committee shall have charge of the printing
of original materials and monographs on Florida history for the
subscribing members and the public. It shall select editors for
original materials on Florida, shall determine what original materials and monographs shall be published, and shall make an
annual report to the Board of Directors of the publications
program selected by it.
The Publications Committee shall receive for its purpose of
publications all proceeds derived from the sale of publications of
original materials and monographs to the subscribing members
and to the public, and from special gifts made for this purpose.
No obligation not thus provided for shall be incurred by the
Publications Committee.
7. LIBRARY COMMITTEE.-It shall be the duty of the
Library Committee to assist the librarian in the securing and
conserving of important publications, documents, manuscripts,
papers, letters, diaries, and similar material to be housed in the
Florida Historical Society Library, and in general to aid in the
building of the collections of the Florida Historical Society.
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8. LEGISLATION COMMITTEE.-It shall be the duty of
the Legislation Committee to endeavor to secure an annual appropriation from the State Legislature for the operation of the
Florida Historical Society, including the purchase of valuable
publications, and suggesting and assisting such legislation as
will further the historical welfare and recognition of the State
of Florida.
9. COMMITTEE ON AFFILIATION WITH OTHER SOCIETIES.-It shall be the duty of this committee to devise a
plan for closer cooperation by the Florida Historical Society
with other historical and patriotic societies.
10. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE.-It shall be the duty of
the Membership Committee to endeavor to stimulate interest in
the Society and to enlarge the membership. The members of
this committee shall consist of one director from each of the
several Congressional Districts of the State of Florida.
11. The President, having due regard for the specific provisions as to membership where such provisions are stated, shall
designate the number who shall serve on, and the members of,
each of the foregoing committees. with the exception of the
Nominations Committee, Committee on the Quarterly, and Publications Committee.

Mr. Hanna mentioned the reports of various committees appointed during the past year.
Mr. Herbert Lamson summarized the following
resolution (which had been previously discussed at
the luncheon meeting) to provide amendments to
the by-laws for the purpose of providing for closer
affiliation with local historical societies. [The resolution is spread upon the Minute Book]
Mr. Lamson moved the adoption of this resolution. Dr. Abbey seconded.
Mr. Dunham substituted a motion that the idea of
the resolution be approved, but that the matter be
referred to the Board of Directors for further study
to change and adopt as they see fit. Dr. Abbey
seconded. It was carried.
Mrs. Bowers read the recommendation of the
special committee appointed to consider the Society’s acting as co-sponsor for the Index of American Design project. The committee recommended
that the Board request fuller information from the
Director of the Federal Art Project, of which the
Index of American Design is a part.
The report was accepted.
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Mr. Marchman read the following resolution submitted by Mr. Julien C. Yonge:
Whereas, the five flags of Spain, France, Great Britain, the
United States, and the Confederate States together have become
a symbol of Florida’s history, are spoken of as such continually,
and have many times been reproduced with that historical significance on the front cover of the Florida Historical Quarterly
and will be again; and
Whereas, the insignia of four of these nations are a permanent
decoration over the entrance of the new Federal building in
Pensacola, and the other, that of the Confederate States, has
been omitted :
Be It Resolved. that the Florida Historical Society in annual
meeting, on the recommendation of its board of directors, unanimously records its belief that such omission is a historical
error that should be corrected; and
Be It Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be sent to
each of Florida’s representatives in the national government
with the request that they bring about the correction of that
historical error.

Mr. Curry moved its adoption. It was seconded
and carried.
Mr. Hanna read the telegram of Mrs. O. F.
Gardner, requesting the cooperation of the Society
in preparation for a historical pageant to be presented in middle Florida, and asked that the Society
give consideration to the request when Mrs. Gardner
appears before a subsequent meeting.
Mr. Wilson presented an invitation for the Society to hold its 1941 annual meeting at Miami,
reading a letter from the University of Miami, and
mentioning the similar invitations of the City of
Miami, patriotic organizations, and the new formed
Historical Association of Southern Florida. The
President entertained a motion that the Society
recommend to the Board that the invitation be
accepted.
Dr. Abbey moved that the Miami invitation be
referred to the Board with the recommendation that
it be accepted. Mrs. Bowers seconded. It was
carried.
Dr. Abbey submitted the report of the nominating
committee.
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The following were nominated by the committee’s report:
For president, Calvin Horace Curry of Quincy ;
for 1st vice-president, John G. McKay of Miami;
for 2nd vice-president, John B. Stetson, Jr., of DeLand; for corresponding secretary and librarian,
Watt Marchman of Winter Park; for recording secretary, Albert C. Manucy of St. Augustine; for
treasurer, Dorothy Dodd of Jacksonville.
For directors: at large, Gaines R. Wilson of Miami; 1st district, E. L. Robinson of Tampa; 3rd
district, Mark F. Boyd of Tallahassee ; 4th district
(unexpired term) Mrs. Henry Kohl of Palm Beach;
5th district, Mrs. A. B. Whitman of Orlando.
Nominations committee for 1941: Mrs. C. W. Ten
Eick of Hollywood, chairman ; Gaines R. Wilson of
Miami ; Mark F. Boyd of Tallahassee ; Herbert Lamson of Jacksonville ; Mrs. F. B. Crowninshield of
Boca Grande.
Editor of Florida Historical Quarterly (three
year term) Julien C. Yonge of Pensacola.
Dr. Abbey moved the acceptance of the committee report. It was seconded and carried.
The President called for further nominations.
Judge George C. Gibbs moved that the Secretary
cast the ballot for those nominated by the committee. Mr. Dunham seconded. It was carried.
Mr. Lamson moved that the Society give a rising
vote of thanks to the retiring president, Mr. A. J.
Hanna, in appreciation of his progressive work during the past year. It was seconded. Carried and
so done.
The Secretary read the following resolutions,
which were adopted upon Mr. Manucy’s motion:
Be It Resolved, that the Corresponding Secretary of the
Society be authorized and is hereby requested to express condolence in the name of the Society to the families of members
who have passed away since our last annual meeting.

I
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Be It Resolved. by the Florida Historical Society assembled
in Annual Meeting at Quincy on March 28, 1940, that we extend
our thanks and appreciation to the Program Committee which
has provided for the excellent presentation of valuable papers
on significant phases of our state history;
Be It Also Resolved, that the Society extend our thanks and
appreciation to the able speakers who have contributed so largely
toward making this meeting an outstanding success;
Be It Further Resolved, that the Society extend our thanks
and appreciation to the Committees on Special arrangements,
which have done so much to make this occasion of this annual
meeting a memorable one.
Be It Resolved that the Florida Historical Society extend our
sincere gratitude to the Librarian and Trustees of the Jacksonville Public Library, which has generously provided housing for
the Library of the Society for the past several years.

Mrs. R. V. Ott moved that the Corresponding Secretary be empowered to send a telegram to Mr.
Yonge, expressing the Society’s regret that he was
unable to attend the meeting. It was seconded and
carried.
Mr. Hanna introduced the new officers who were
present.
The chair entertained a motion for adjournment,
and the meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) A LBERT C. M ANUCY ,
Recording Secretary.
Approved :
A. J. HANNA,
President.
TREASURERS REPORT
To the President and Members of the Florida Historical Society:
The following statements constitute the Treasurer’s report on
the financial condition of the Society as of March 25, 1940.
Library Fund
Balance, January 23, 1939 .............................. $ 143.86
Receipts
From contributing memberships....$ 491.90
Gifts .............................................. 186.50
Sale of photostats .....................
4.00
681.50 $ 825.36
Expenditures
Purchase of books and MSS. ............
Purchase of fireproof safe ...............

105.88
175.00
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